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Foxglove
Great at the back of borders or 
near the center of beds, this 
showstopping perennial adds a 
tall and graceful element and 
makes an excellent cut flower. 
Easily reseeds and can even 
bloom in its first year. 

Find it: seedsofchange.com

“Perfume Deep Purple”
Flowering Tobacco
�is beauty is its own little
perfume factory. �e royal-
hued, star-shaped, 2-inch
flowers release their sweet
aroma as the sun goes down, so plant them close by to 
enjoy in the evening. �e 20-inch-tall plant flowers in 
nine weeks and adapts well to containers. A 
low-maintenance favorite, it doesn’t require pinching, 
pruning, or deadheading and can take the heat without 
wilting.

Shasta Daisy
�e classic cottage daisy 
is sturdy, reliable, and 
easy to grow – 
everything you want in 
a full-sun to partial-
shade perennial cottage 
plant.
Find it: 
whiteflowerfarm.com

Daylily
Daylilies are one of the
best no-fail cottage
garden perennials.
Give them full sun
and they’ll produce
waves of trumpet-
shaped flowers.
Choose among the 30,000-plus daylily varieties 
available. After the third year of blooming, daylily 
plants can be dug up and divided to provide even 
more beauty.

Find it: witeoaknursery.com

Our 10 Favorite

“Radrazz Knockout”
Shrub Rose

Roses are a must for cottage
 gardens, but some require tons

of upkeep and drainaway
energy. Enter the “knockout”

schrub rose. Compact
(3 by 3 feet), tidy, and disease

resistant, it has all of a rose’s good qualitiesand none of 
the bad. “Radrazz Knockout” blooms profusely from 
early spring to late fall, thrives in humid climates, and 

is winterhardy even in windy areas. A great hedge.

Find it: botanyshop.com“White Chiffon” 
Rose of Sharon
�ese large flowers are 
adorned with lacy centers to 
create anemone-like blooms 
that brighten the 
late-summer garden and 
thrives in full sun. Mature to 
a height of 8 to 12 feet. Also 
trainable into small trees.

Find it: naturehills.com
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Morning Glory
Climbing vines that scramble up trellises and tumble 
over walls are a signature cottage garden feature. A single 
seed packet of morning glories sprouts enough vines to 
drape a fence with colorful blooms in no time. Soak the 
seeds overnight to soften the outer shell. �ey flower best 
in average soil.

Find it: ferry-morse.com

“English Butterfly
Peacock”
Butterfly Bush
�is improved version
reins in some of the
gangly nature of the perennial shrub into a more 
compact (3-5 foot) size. �e pink plumes of flowers 
that bloom from June to September are butterfly 
magnets attracting winged beauties to your garden. 
Idea for containers and other small areas, it grows 
happily in full sun to partial shade.

Find it: greenwoodnursery.com

Hollyhock
Delightfully different,
this hollyhock is a
petite (2- to 3-foot-tall)
bloomer that adds a
bunch of charm.
Pale lilac- and dark
mauve-striped flowers
appear above every leaf. Because the plants energeti-
cally reseed themselves, they pop up in surprising 
places, adding a playful casual quality to the garden. 
A great “pass-along” plant to share with others once 
you get it going.

Find it: swallowtailgardenseeds.com

Our 10 Favorite

“Carefree Delight” Shrub Rose
Since there’s no such thing as too many roses in 
a cottage garden, here’s another beauty to 
consider. It looks like a mound of pink in 
spring or early summer when the shrub (4 feet 
tall and wide) is covered with clusters of 2-inch 
flowers. After the first blooms fade, prune them 
back a few inches below the clusters to 
encourage more flowering. Leave end-of-the-
season flowers so they’ll develop into colorful 
rose hips.

Find it: greenwoodnursery.com


